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Have you seen a dodo bird recently?  

Do you have mastodons playing in your back yard?  

Not likely—these species are extinct!

In Earth’s 4.5-billion-year history, more than 5 billion species have gone extinct, 

some of them at the same time. In Extinction: What Happened to the Dinosaurs, 

Mastodons, and Dodo Birds? kids ages 9 to 12 learn about the detective work 

scientists perform to find out why mass extinctions happen. Perfect for middle school 

science classes, homeschool STEM units, and any kid interested in paleontology, 

archaeology, or biology! Fun illustrations, links to videos and other online primary 

sources, and lots of scientific trivia make this book fun, educational, and critical 

reading as we stand on the edge of what could be the sixth mass extinction.

Try these hands-on STEM projects!
• Draw a geological timeline
• Create your own fossil• Investigate rock strata

• Build a pollution detection device

• Simulate the effects of ocean 
acidification• Make recycled paper

PRAISE FOR OTHER TITLES IN THE BUILD IT YOURSELF SERIES 

Microbes: Discover an Unseen World 

“ Making microbes an engaging topic for young readers is no easy task, but by marshaling 

comic-book-style illustrations and plenty of relatable examples, this book will be an 

appealing choice for the science classroom and the library shelf. . . . This is sure to engage 

young biologists.”

—Booklist

Bioengineering: Discover How Nature Inspires Human Designs 

“ I was ready to hear yet again how birds inspired wing design, 

but what I found was much more. This bioengineering book goes 

from the definition of bioengineering to how it has influenced 

communication, energy production, household products, 

architecture, healthy living, clothing, and food. This book has 

something for everyone.”

—National Science Teachers Association

AGES 9–12   •   GUIDED READING LEVEL: Z

Children’s Activity • Education Resource 

focus on science

SOLVE THE MYSTERIES 
OF EXTINCTION WITH 

SCIENCE PROJECTS
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SOLVE THE MYSTERIES  
OF EXTINCTION!

Extracted from Extinction: What Happened to the Dinosaurs, Mastodons, and Dodo Birds? by Laura Perdew

Why aren’t there dinosaurs playing in your back yard? 
How come we don’t see dodo birds in the zoo? Where 
are all the wooly mammoths?

All of these animals are extinct. That means the very last 
members of their species have died out. These creatures 
will never roam the earth again. 

For a long time, humans didn’t think a species could 
even go extinct. This changed during the eighteenth 
century, thanks to a tooth and a man named Georges 
Cuvier (1769–1832). 

The tooth was found in the 1700s, in what is now the 
United States, near the Ohio River. A tusk and many 
large teeth were also found. 

People first thought they were some sort of elephant 
bones because elephants were a familiar species, but 
the tooth was different from any other elephant tooth.

After studying a lot of bones, Cuvier decided that 
the beast from North America was a different species 
entirely and no longer existed. At the time, the idea that 
a species could completely die out was new to scientists. 
But the more Cuvier studied bones and fossils, the more 
lost species he discovered. Soon, the idea of extinction 
became widely accepted by scientists.

Because of his work, Cuvier is often thought of as the 
father of paleontology.

The mystery tooth came from an extinct animal called 
the mastodon!

credit: James St. John (CC BY 2.0)



CHECK YOUR VOCAB EXTINCTION WORD SEARCH
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Z N E Z H G H B W M W P X S L

H P I P E I J Z R Y I A G M E

M A Z T S P S J S F M O M T L

O Y D P A L E O N T O L O G Y

F X G E J S P E C I E S C F L

Q D N J K L E Z F O O U S W I

N O I T C N I T X E E I P I J

H I P P G U O E P T R Q U V L

extinction: when the 
last living member of a 
species dies.
species: a group of 
plants or animals that 
are closely related and 
produce offspring.
fossil: the remains or 
traces of ancient plants or 
animals left in rock.
paleontology: the study 
of the history of life on 
Earth. A paleontologist 
studies paleontology.

LONESOME 
GEORGE

Lonesome George was a Pinta Island tortoise that was 
the last of his species. When he died in 2012, his species 
was officially extinct and people all around the world 
took notice. You can read an article about his life and 
death at this website. Why did his death 
have such an impact on so many people? 
Do you think humans learned any lessons 
from George?

Lonesome George NYT 

Check Your Dodo Data!
Dodo birds are extinct, but they’re still pretty 
famous! What do you know about them?

1. Dodo birds were very slow runners.

2. Dodo birds died out because of being 
hunted by people.

3. We know what the dodo lookd like 
because of cave paintings.

True 
or 
False?

ANSWERS: 1- False. They were actually very fast! 2- True. 
They weren’t afraid of people, which made them easy to 
hunt. 3- False. We know because of found skeletons.

https://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/03/science/death-of-lonesome-george-the-tortoise-gives-extinction-a-face.html?mtrref=undefined&gwh=785D78656CA140DDB66E33C2D2082C2F&gwt=pay


WHY DID YOU 
BECOME A 
WRITER?

I was a middle school 
teacher for many years. I 
had always loved writing, 
but rediscovered that 
passion when I modeled 
the writing process for my 
students. I started writing a 

middle grade novel. Then when my twins came along, 
I left the classroom and eventually pursued writing for 
the education market so I could work at home.

WHAT OTHER TOPICS HAVE YOU 
WRITTEN ABOUT?

Everything! Bullying, the history of art, animal rights, 
the local food movement, internet addiction, the Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch, and more. My favorite, though, 
was How the Toilet Changed History. 
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MEET LAURA PERDEW!
It was surprisingly interesting to learn about and a fun 
topic to work on with then 8-year-old twin boys at 
home. It’s also a funny thing to talk about when I do 
presentations.

WHAT IS YOUR MASTER PLAN 
FOR WORLD SALVATION?

If I were in charge of the world, kindness and taking 
care of the earth would be MANDATORY.

WHAT’S YOUR SECRET 
SUPERPOWER? 

  I don’t have a superpower that I know of, but if I 
could have one, it would be teleporting. That way I 
could go to Tahiti or Patagonia or the Galapagos any 
time I wanted.

M&MS OR SKITTLES?

BOTH! But never at the same time!

Nomad Press is an educational publisher dedicated to sparking the interest 
of young readers in the fascinating world around them. 

Biographies, project-based narratives, nonfiction picture books, and 
historical mysteries make up our title list, and every book includes unique 
illustrations, links to primary sources, fascinating fun facts, and much more. 
Many of our books include science-minded investigations to expand learning 
into tactile moments that stick with readers long after the final page.

Nomad Press books bring learning to life in a unique way, promoting 
independent and interactive learning.

For more information about Nomad Press and ordering books, visit 
NomadPress.net

Who is Nomad Press?

Want to get Nomad books for your classroom visit? 
Call 802-649-1995 or email info@nomadpress.net  

to find out how to GET 50% OFF!


